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Two sides to this coin
● Reading words (decoding) and understanding 

words (vocabulary)
● Older readers may still struggle with decoding 

and they ABSOLUTELY do not know enough tier 
2 vocabulary words.



What goes into reading level?
● Vocabulary complexity and frequency
● Sentence structure and length
● Text cohesion and organization
● Background knowledge required
● Difficulty of concept/content



Without any 
one of the 
components, 
reading 
comprehension 
goes down.

https://www.reallygreatre
ading.com/blog/scarboro
ughs-reading-rope



Tasks for Today:



Task 2.1
● Syllabicate 3-5 (content area teachers) or 5+ (ELA 

teachers) that you listed on your Text Complexity 
Planner. 



Task 2.2
● Choose a word 

knowledge activity from 
the included blog post or 
shared in the Facebook 
Group to add to your 
lesson plans. Don’t forget 
to add materials to your 
to-do list.



Task 2.3
● Decide how you will explicitly teach students the 

vocabulary words you identified in the Text 
Complexity Planner.



Task 2.4
● Choose a vocabulary 

system from the bonus 
blog post to add to your 
structures for the year. 
Don’t forget to add any 
necessary materials to 
your to-do list.



Task 2.5
● Share your own idea 

about teaching at the 
word level in the 
Facebook group.



Our goals:
1. Learn about integrating Science of Reading research 

(Scarborough’s Reading Rope) into our every day 
instruction.

2. Map out and plan a Science of Reading aligned unit 
for your secondary classroom.


